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Marion Co. Farm Bureau's Brenda Frketich recognized by Agri-
Pulse in 50 Under 50 list 
 
Oregon Farm Bureau congratulates Brenda Frketich, a 30-year-old, third-generation farmer from 
Marion County Farm Bureau for her inclusion in Agri-Pulse magazine’s “50 Under 50” list of agricultural 
leaders from across the country.   
 
With the average age of the American farmer at 58.3 — 60 in Oregon — it’s heartening to learn about 
young ag producers who are stepping up to fill leadership roles in their industries, rural communities, 
and agriculture advocacy organizations like Farm Bureau.  
 
Congratulations on this well-deserved honor, Brenda!  
 
Profile from Agri-Pulse:  
 
Brenda Frketich, 30, St. Paul, Oregon, raises grass seed and hazelnuts. In addition, she grows crimson 
clover, green beans, straw, and wheat.  
 
Frketich didn’t plan to make a career of farming. After high school, she went to Loyola Marymount 
University in Los Angeles to major in business. While there, “I realized how special this place [the family 
farm] was,” she says. “I missed harvest. It broke my heart.”  
 
When Frketich talked to her father about moving back to the farm, he offered her a two-year internship. 
She says she’s in her eighth year farming now, and her father has retired. 
Frketich says in her family, living in a community of about 300 people, there was “never a question that 
you would be involved.”  
 
She’s also a firefighter and emergency medical technician, and is involved with her county Farm 
Bureau and Oregon Farm Bureau’s Young Farmers and Ranchers program. 
 
Frketich believes there’s a need for transparency in agriculture today, as consumers have a thirst for 
understanding how food is grown. She uses a blog and Twitter to talk about “hot” topics and 
heartwarming ones, such the Frketich’s first son, who may someday be the fourth generation on the 
Oregon farm. 
 
See Frketich’s blog: http://nuttygrass.com/  
Follow Frketich on Twitter: https://twitter.com/ORFarmer   
 
See the full Agri-Pulse “50 Under 50” list:  
https://www.agri-pulse.com/uploaded/50-Under-50-Farm-and-Rural-Advocates-Plant-Seeds-Of-
Passion-And-Commitment-08042014.pdf  
 
### 
 
* Note to Editors: “Farm Bureau” is a registered trademark; please capitalize in all cases.  
 
The state’s largest general farm organization, Oregon Farm Bureau (OFB) is a grassroots, nonpartisan, 
nonprofit organization representing the interests of the state's farmers and ranchers in the public and 
policymaking arenas.  
 



First established in Oregon in 1919, Farm Bureau is organized in all 36 counties and has 7,000 
member families that are professionally engaged in agriculture. Barry Bushue, an east Multnomah 
County berry and nursery stock producer, is OFB’s 15th President.  
 


