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OFB was at the forefront of many widely 
publicized issues in 2015: BLM’s abuse 
of power in the treatment of Dwight and 
Steven Hammond; wolves, sage grouse, 

and Endangered Species Act listings; dissemination 
of new state rules and regulations over cannabis 
growing; hard-fought battles in the 2015 Oregon 
Legislature against bans on GMOs, a minimum 
wage increase, paid sick leave, low carbon fuel 
standard, and Oregon-specific limits on the use of 
antibiotics for livestock — to name only a few. 
On all of these issues, OFB staff worked in tandem 

with passionate, dedicated Farm Bureau leaders. 
Together we made sure that Oregon agriculture’s 
voice was heard loudly and clearly by lawmakers, 
agency reps, the media, and the general public. 
OFB is proud to stand up for Oregon’s farm and 

ranch families — all commodity types, farm sizes, 
and production methods — who today comprise 
less than 1% of the population. 
We thank you for your membership in Farm 

Bureau and for doing your part to protect, 
strengthen, and promote Oregon agriculture. 
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OFB Impact
Standing with the Hammonds: OFB led the 
#SaveTheHammonds campaign to bring to light 
gross injustice by the federal government on an 
Eastern Oregon ranching family. The BLM and the 
U.S. Dept. of Justice prosecuted Dwight and Steven 
Hammond under terrorist statutes for setting preven-
tative backfires on their own land, even though the 
ranchers had already served time in prison and paid 
their debt to society for mistakes made. 

OFB’s effort to bring media and lawmaker attention 
to this case generated over 28,000 signatures on an 
online petition at savethehammonds.com. OFB con-
tinues to work in Congress for a change in minimum 
sentences and a prohibition on using terrorism sen-
tences for resource users trying to protect land, lives, 
livestock, timber, and vegetation. In January 2016, 
OFB successfully passed a resolution through the 
American Farm Bureau Federation House of Delegates 
to put this on the AFBF congressional agenda. 

OFB has also engaged closely with the federal 
land management agencies responsible for this 
 prosecution to make it clear that Farm Bureau 
 members are outraged by this extreme overreach.

2015 Oregon Legislative Session: In a session
that was challenging for Oregon agriculture from the 
start, OFB was successful in stopping a lot of legis-
lation that would have harmed Oregon’s farm and 

ranch families, including GMO bans, state-specific 
limits on antibiotic use, a minimum wage increase, 
and a repeal of personal property tax exemptions for 
Oregon farmers and ranchers. 

OFB — alongside Farm Bureau members, coali-
tion partners, and friends in the legislature — also 
worked to pass good bills and investments in 
Oregon’s natural resources, including $50 million 
in water infrastructure funding, investments in sage 
grouse work, $3.3 million and an expansion for 
the Farm to School Program, and $14 million in 
additional funding to OSU’s Statewides (Extension 
Service, Agriculture Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Lab).

OFB legal Counsel Mary Anne nash (left) and OFB Director of State public policy Jenny Dresler (right) discussed ag-related bills with 
Rep. Andy Olson during the 2015 Oregon legislative Session.

Karl Dettwyler of Marion County Farm Bureau testified in a 
public hearing against an increase to the state minimum wage.



2 o r e g o n  f a r m  b u r e a u  n e w s  •  2 0 1 5  A n n u A l  R e p o R t

Wolves: In November 2015, the Oregon Fish & 
Wildlife Commission voted to uphold the conditions 
of the state Wolf Plan and remove the gray wolf 
from the Oregon Endangered Species Act. The Wolf 
Plan called for the 
possible delisting of 
wolves when Oregon 
reached the conser-
vation objective of 
four breeding pairs 
for three consecutive 
years in Eastern Ore-
gon; this objective 
was met in 2014. 
While the delisting 
doesn’t drastically change current wolf management, 
it opens the possibility for a controlled wolf hunt in 
the future.

OFB testified numerous times before the commis-
sion in support of delisting, and assisted Farm Bureau 
members in their advocacy efforts. 

Sage grouse: In September 2015, the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife’s decided not to list the sage grouse under 
the Endangered Species Act. OFB was part of the 
historic Sage Grouse Conservation Partnership, 
which worked collaboratively to pull together an “all 
lands, all threats” approach to sage grouse conserva-
tion, while ensuring that farmers and ranchers could 
continue to work the land and remain an important 
part of Oregon’s economy. 

OFB also served on the Rules Advisory Committee 
for the state Goal 5 land use rulemaking, and was 
able to ensure that ag operations were exempt from 
regulation under the rule. Additionally, OFB and 
partners submitted comments about federal resource 
management plan amendments, and also filed a 
protest addressing several outstanding issues. 

WOTUS: Thanks to Farm Bureau’s ongoing national 
#DitchTheRule campaign, in October 2015 the 
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit ordered the 
Environmental Protection Agency to stop enforcement 
nationwide of the controversial Waters of the United 
States (WOTUS) rule. 

The EPA wants to redefine WOTUS under the 
Clean Water Act to give the agency the authority to 
regulate all water on private land, including ephem-
erals, ponds, and water that seasonally accumulates 
in ditches. In January 2016, the U.S. House passed 
a joint resolution to nullify WOTUS, however Presi-
dent Obama quickly vetoed it. 

Farm Bureau at the state and national level remains 
undaunted and will continue the fight against WOTUS. 

West Coast Port Dispute: OFB staff and Farm 
Bureau members worked in tandem to bring legis-
lator and media attention to the months-long West 
Coast Port labor dispute. The situation reached crisis 
mode in early 2015 when many Oregon exporters 
were unable to ship their products. OFB attended 
stakeholder meetings and joined ag partners in 
beseeching national lawmakers to intervene. Finally 
in February 2015, labor unions and the ports 
reached a deal, but the impacts of the crisis are still 
evident in Oregon ag sectors. 

Hot Goods: In January 2015, years of work by OFB 
and two Farm Bureau members paid off when the U.S. 
Dept. of Labor dropped charges of “hot goods” labor 
law violations against the blueberry farmers. In 2012, 
the farmers had their fruit held hostage for alleged 
labor violations until they signed admissions of guilt 
and paid a $220,000 fine — despite there being 
no evidence of the alleged violations and without any 
due process of law. OFB developed the farmers’ legal 
strategy, successfully filed a Freedom of Information Act 
lawsuit against USDOL, raised $40,000 to help offset 
legal fees, and garnered much media and legislator 
attention to this issue.

pieper Sweeney of Yamhill County Farm Bureau testifies 
before a House labor committee.
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OFB Events
AFBF Convention: In January 2015, 40 Farm 
Bureau members from Oregon traveled to the 
American Farm Bureau Federation Convention in 
San Diego. An amendment proposed by OFB 1st 
VP Peggy Browne was approved by the 2015 AFBF 
House of Delegates. It involved federal acquisition of 
wilderness areas and how that impacts neighboring 
landowners. In 2015, OFB President Barry Bushue 
served as AFBF vice president, and Jason Flowers 
of Klamath-Lake County Farm Bureau served on the 
AFBF Young Farmers & Ranchers Committee. 

OFB Advisory Committee Day: In January 2015, 
Farm Bureau members who served on many of OFB’s 
Issue Advisory Committees — including labor, land 
use, water, and livestock/public lands — met with 

OFB staff in Salem in preparation for the 2015 Leg-
islative Session. OFB has 14 advisory committees, 
comprised of farmers and ranchers from around the 
state, which track and advocate on specific issues. 
Committees convene with staff throughout the year.  

Washington D.C. Trip:  In February 2015, OFB 
staff and five Farm Bureau leaders went to Washing-
ton D.C. to “agvocate” for Oregon agriculture. They 
joined 500 Farm Bureau members from across the 
country who met with policymakers on Capitol Hill 
to discuss issues, including immigration, tax reform, 
international trade, the Endangered Species Act, 
water regulation, and biotechnology.

County President’s Day & Legislative 
Reception: In March 2015, county Farm Bureau 
presidents met in Salem to get the latest legislative 
updates from OFB staff. That evening, Farm Bureau 

Farm Bureau members from Oregon went to Washington D.C. to meet with federal lawmakers in February 2015.

Many of OFB’s 14 Issue 
Advisory Committees 
met in Salem to prepare 
for the 2015 Oregon 
legislative Session. 
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members attended a legislative reception near the 
Capitol, getting the opportunity to meet and mingle 
with lawmakers, agency reps, and friends of Oregon 
agriculture. 

Family Farmer Day at Keizer Volcanoes: OFB 
helped organize an agriculture-themed game of the 
Salem-Keizer Volcanoes baseball team in June 2015. 
Numerous Farm Bureau leaders were involved in 
a special opening ceremony and were featured 
throughout the event. 

OFB Classic Golf Tourney: The 12th Annual OFB 
Classic Golf Tourney in September 2015 grossed 
$30,000 for the OFB Political Action Committee. It 
was a great day of golf for a good cause, bringing 
together Farm Bureau members, legislators, and 
supporters of Oregon agriculture.

Cannabis Rules & Regs Workshop: In October 
2015, OFB hosted a workshop with the Oregon 
Assn. of Nurseries about the rules and regulations 
for cannabis growing in Oregon. Agencies that 

participated included the Oregon Dept. of Agriculture, 
Dept. of Environmental Quality, Water Resources 
Dept., and Dept. of Energy. About 1,000 growers 
attended. 

And in November, OFB hosted an event exclusively 
for Farm Bureau members that covered the new reg-
ulations involved in the medical marijuana program, 
recreational marijuana program, and industrial hemp.

OFB Update at Willamette Valley Ag Expo: 
Farm Bureau members were invited to hosted lunch 
and a legislative update from OFB governmental 
affairs staff during the 2015 Willamette Valley Ag 
Expo in Albany in November.

OFB Annual Meeting: Sunriver was the location of 
the 83rd OFB Annual Meeting in December 2015. 
About 200 Farm Bureau members gathered to work 
on OFB policy, hear from lawmakers and distin-
guished guests, receive issue updates from OFB and 
AFBF staff, honor exceptional Farm Bureau volunteer 
leaders, and enjoy time with fellow ag producers.  

OFB eVp Dave Dillon (left) and the winners of the 2015 OFB Golf tourney: the Deschutes County Farm Bureau team.
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Grassroots leadership & policy development 

Meet the 2016 OFB Board of Directors, family farmers and ranchers from all parts of the state, representing many commodities. Photo taken on Dec. 11, 
2015, during the 83rd OFB Annual Meeting in Sunriver.

Front row from left, Carol Marie Leuthold, Region 8 (Clatsop, Tillamook Counties); Dalton Straus, Region 11 (Jackson, Josephine); Kevin Westfall, Region 12 
(Coos, Curry); Bruce Chapin, Region 15 (Marion).

Middle row from left, OFB EVP Dave Dillon; Dean Freeborn, Region 9 (Polk, Yamhill); Larry Duyck, Region 14 (Columbia, Washington); Pete Postlewait, 
Region 7 (Clackamas, Multnomah); Mickey Killingsworth, WAC Chair & 4th VP; Wade Flegel, Region 5 (Crook, Deschutes, Jefferson, Wheeler); Peter Kenagy, 
Region 10 (Benton, Lincoln, Linn); Peggy Browne, 1st VP; Bill Browne, Region 2 (Baker, Union, Wallowa); Barry Bushue, OFB President; Jason Flowers, YF&R 
Chair; Sharon Waterman, OFB 2nd VP; Barb Iverson, OFB 3rd VP; Larry Lear, Region 1 (Gilliam, Morrow, Umatilla); Dan Andersen, Region 13 (Malheur).

Back row from left, Dean McAllister, Region 6 (Hood River, Sherman, Wasco); Rick Epp, Region 16 (Lane, Douglas); Shane Otley, Region 3 (Grant, Harney); 
and Lyndon Kerns, Region 4 (Klamath, Lake).

As a grassroots, nonprofit organization, the 
OFB Board of Directors is comprised entirely 
of volunteer leaders — family farmers and 

ranchers who take time away from their fields or live-
stock to make a difference for Oregon agriculture.

With members elected at the OFB Annual Meeting 
in December, the board manages the business, 
affairs, property, and personnel of Oregon Farm 
Bureau, and guides the organization toward the goal 
of implementing OFB public policy positions. The 
OFB Board works closely with OFB staff and meets 
quarterly at the OFB office in Salem. Board members 
are exceptional, dedicated volunteer leaders who 
care deeply about Farm Bureau’s mission and the 
strength, vitality, and viability of Oregon agriculture. 

All of OFB’s policy and political priorities develop 
from a time-tested democratic process, beginning at 

the county Farm Bureau level. There are 32 county 
Farm Bureaus representing all of Oregon’s 36 counties. 
Policy decisions are made by Voting members,  family 
farmers and ranchers that generate at least $2,500 in 
gross income from agricultural activities. If approved 
by the county, proposals make their way to the OFB 
Annual Meeting, where Farm Bureau members from 
around the state meet to discuss and vote upon the 
organization’s official policy positions. 

In 2015 the OFB House of Delegates took action  
on Farm Bureau policy in the categories of 
Transportation, Forestry, Water, Fish & Wildlife, 
Commodities, Labor, Energy, Public Affairs, and 
National Affairs. Find the OFB Policy Book at 
oregonfb.org. The policy book directs OFB staff and 
volunteer leaders in their advocacy work in the state 
and national legislature.
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Members Honored
As a grassroots organization, there are many excep-
tional Farm Bureau volunteer leaders who are dedi-
cated, hard-working, and effective in their efforts to 
further OFB’s public policy goals and share Oregon 
agriculture’s story with the public. 

Following are member recognition highlights from 
2015.
n OFB Hall of Fame inductee: Don Schellenberg of 

Polk County Farm Bureau
n president’s Award: Dave Dillon, Executive Vice 

President of OFB
n Distinguished Service Award: edmund Duyck of 

Washington County Farm Bureau
n Service to Farm Bureau Award: eugene Hawes of 

Baker County Farm Bureau 

n top Hand Award: Jim Johnson of Oregon Dept. of 
Agriculture

n County Farm Bureau Woman of the Year Award 
(presented by WAC): Helen Bushue of Multnomah 
County Farm Bureau.

n 2015 YF&R Discussion Meet Winner: Kathy  Hadley 
of Polk County Farm Bureau, who went on to 
reach the Sweet 16 in the national Discussion 
Meet during the 2016 American Farm Bureau 
Convention. 

n OFB 3rd Vice president Barb Iverson was named 
2015 Agriculturalist of the Year by the Agri-Business 
Council of Oregon.

OFB Awards
In 2015, American Farm Bureau recognized OFB 

for outstanding work throughout the year. 

OFB received Awards of Excellence from AFBF in 
all five possible categories: Education & Outreach,  
Leadership Development, Member Services, Mem-
bership Initiatives, Policy Development & Implementa-
tion, and Public Relations & Communications.

At the 2015 AFBF Communications Conference, 
OFB won “Best Feature Story” for an Oregon’s 
Bounty magazine article profiling Molly McCargar of 
Marion County Farm Bureau and “Best Pamphlet or 
Brochure” for the OFB Member Kit. 

If you’re not involved already, please consider 
attending a county Farm Bureau meeting and 
have your voice heard. Call 800.334.6323 or 
email annemarie@oregonfb.org for information 
on the next gathering. Also sign up for emailed 
OFB Action Alerts, the legislative Bulletin, Federal 
Affairs update, and OFB update by emailing a 
request to annemarie@oregonfb.org. 

Here are four of the Farm Bureau leaders honored during the 2015 OFB Annual Meeting, each flanked by OFB EVP Dave Dillon (left) and OFB 
President Barry Bushue (right). Clockwise from above: Edmund Duyck, Don Schellenberg, Eugene Hawes, and Kathy Hadley.
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OFB Programs
Young Farmers & Ranchers: Young Farmers & 
Ranchers is a group within Farm Bureau specifically 
for agriculture producers between the ages of 16 and 
35. YF&R gives members the tools to become effective 
“agvocates” for agriculture, and many opportunities 
for travel, leadership development, networking, and 
fun. YF&R is a natural progression from FFA and a 
great way to get involved in Farm Bureau.

In 2015, the YF&R Committee focused on 
connecting with FFA students and had a large 
presence at the Oregon FFA Convention, running a 
YF&R booth, serving as judges for various contests, 
meeting with state officer candidates, and helping 
sponsor the state FFA Degree Recipient Reception. 
YF&R also coordinated a Legislative Day for FFA 
members and the statewide tractor driving contest for 
FFA students at the State Fair.

YF&R organized an ag industry tour for Farm 
Bureau members featuring farms and ranches in 
Southeastern Oregon, participated in OSU Ag 
Days, held a collegiate discussion meet, and had 
nine members attend the national YF&R leadership 
conference in Nashville.

There were numerous other social, networking, 
educational, and service-oriented events offered to 
YF&R members throughout the year at the local, state, 
and national levels.

Outgoing YF&R Chair Kathy Hadley of Polk County 
won the 2015 Oregon YF&R Discussion Meet and 
went on to compete at the national American Farm 

Bureau Discussion Meet, where she impressively 
made it to the Sweet 16 round.  

Elected in 2015, incoming YF&R Chair Jason 
Flowers of Klamath-Lake County finished a two-year 
term on the AFBF YF&R committee representing 
Oregon and the Western region. 

Women’s Advisory Council: The OFB Women’s 
Advisory Council is dedicated to supporting 
leadership development for women in Farm Bureau 
and promoting the importance of agriculture to the 
general public. 

On the first day of the 2015 Oregon Legislative 
Session, WAC organized a workshop and public 
reception at the Capitol. Fifty Farm Bureau members 
attended and had the chance to hear from and ask 
questions of lawmakers and state agency reps, as 
well as OFB government affairs staff. The public was 
treated to a cake-and-coffee reception in celebration 
of Oregon agriculture in the Capitol Galleria.

Throughout the year, WAC raises money to 
donate to the Ronald McDonald House Charities in 
conjunction with AFBF’s Our Food Link campaign. 
In 2015, thanks to county Farm Bureau donations 
and funds raised by WAC activities, almost $4,500 
worth of groceries was given to Oregon’s three 
Ronald McDonald Houses.

In 2015, Mickey Killingsworth of Jefferson County 
was elected to a second two-year term as WAC 
chair. Kristie Glaser of Linn County became vice chair; 
outgoing vice chair wasTess Cersovski of Linn County. 

WAC’s Ag Ed Committee organized another 
successful Farm Bureau booth at Oregon Ag Fest. 

Members of OFB’s Young Farmers 
& Ranchers Committee at the 
2015 OFB Annual Meeting.
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More than 2,700 Dirt Babies (a farmer’s version of a 
“Chia Pet”) were made for Ag Fest attendees by over 
30 Farm Bureau and FFA volunteers over the course 
of two days. On a special education day for 4th 
graders before Ag Fest, five Ag Ed volunteers gave a 
presentation about Oregon’s carrot seed industry to 
14 classrooms. The committee also created a GMO 
informational display, which appeared at many state 
and county Farm Bureau events. 

In 2015, the Health & Safety Committee 
coordinated a radio ad campaign with county Farm 
Bureaus in the Willamette Valley that focused on rural 
road safety. The committee also promoted rural road 
safety with brochures and a traveling display, and 
organized CPR trainings for county Farm Bureaus. 

FEELDS: OFB’s FEELDS program — Farm Employer 
Education & Legal Defense Service — reached a 
record 157 member farms in 2015. The program 
helps ag producers keep up with ever-changing state 
and federal regulations, and provides guidance 
on managing employment situations. The program 
distributed 500 posters featuring state- and federal-
required labor signage to ag employers. 

SAI: The award-winning Summer Ag Institute (SAI) 
educates Oregon K-12 teachers about agriculture and 
ag’s inclusion in the classroom. In 2015, 49 teachers 
enrolled in SAI. A total of 819 teachers have now 
participated in the program. Kim McKague replaced 
Jana Lee Dick as SAI #2’s coordinator for Union/La 
Grande. Debbie Crocker remains the coordinator for 
SAI Session #1, based in Corvallis.

Century Farm 
& Ranch: One 
of the oldest 
agricultural 
heritage programs 
in the country, 
Century Farm & 
Ranch honored  
11 farms and 
ranches with a 
Century status 
(100 years in 
operation within 
the same family) — 
and five farms with 
Sesquicentennial 
status (150 years). These inductions bring the total of 
Oregon Century Farms and Ranches to 1,175 and 
families with Sesquicentennial status to 33. 

OFB Foundation for Education: Overseeing 
the Summer Ag Institute and Century Farm & Ranch 
Program, the foundation also offers two scholarships. 

The Oregon Farm Bureau Memorial Scholarship is 
for students studying an agriculture and/or forestry-
related major. In 2015, 19 students were awarded a 
Memorial Scholarship, for a total of $17,750 given. 

The Oregon Farm Bureau Associate Member 
Scholarship, funded by COUNTRY Financial, is open 
to a student from a family with an associate Farm 
Bureau membership.  In 2015, one student received 
this $1,000 scholarship. 

Women’s Advisory Council
volunteers donated $2,400 
worth of groceries to Bend’s 
Ronald McDonald House,  
out of a total of $4,500  
given to all three houses.

the family farm of Marie Finegan of 
Washington County Farm Bureau earned 
Century Farm status in 2015.
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Membership Is Our Strength    

Membership is Farm Bureau’s reason for being. 
As a grassroots organization, Farm Bureau’s 

strength, effectiveness, and credibility come from 
farmer and rancher member families. OFB ended its 
2014-2015 membership year with 6,895 farm and 
ranch family members.

Special congratulations to those county Farm 
Bureaus who reached or surpassed their 2015 
goal for number of Voting and Supporting members: 
Benton, Clatsop, Columbia, Coos-Curry, Deschutes, 
Grant, Harney, Jackson, Lincoln, Linn, Marion, Polk, 
Union, Wallowa, and Washington. 

Increasing and sustaining membership is a job 
we all share. The best way to get new Voting and 
Supporting members — and keep existing members 
— is when farmers talk to other farmers.

Have a neighbor, friend, or family member who 
benefits from Farm Bureau’s work but isn’t yet a 
member? Give that person a Membership Kit. The kit 

includes an application and an informative brochure 
about what Farm Bureau is and why membership is 
worth it. 

Find the brochure at oregonfb.org or request kits 
by contacting Anne Marie Moss, 800.334.6323, 
annemarie@oregonfb.org.

M E M B E R  B E N E F I T S
You can recoup much more than the cost of your Voting or Supporting Farm Bureau membership dues 
with these great discount programs. 

NEW discount program with Caterpillar: $2,000 
off machines.

COuntRY Financial wide range of insurance and 
financial services 

10% to 50% discounts on many Grainger purchases 

$500 Bonus Cash with General Motors/Chevy/
Buick

Verizon Wireless discount for farm & ranch employers 

$200 to $300 polaris off-road vehicles 

$300 to $500 discount at Case-IH

5¢-per-gallon discount AmeriGas propane 

30% to 75% prescription drug discount

20% discount from Choice Hotels

20% discount at Wyndham Hotels

20% on Avis car rentals 

Great deals on financial services with Farm  
Bureau Bank

15% discount at Ritter Hobson law firm 

60% off ClearValue hearing instruments  

life line Screening discount

Agriplan (for farmers) & Bizplan (for small business 
owners) to deduct 100% of health expenses not 
covered by insurance

the OFB Membership Kit is a great tool for recruiting new Farm 
Bureau members.
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OFB Staff 
OFB has 15 dedicated staff members who keep 

our nonprofit organization operating smoothly, 
proudly serve Farm Bureau’s grassroots membership, 
and work to enact OFB policy positions in the state 
and national legislature. 

Milestone: In 2015, Patty Kuester, accounting 
assistant, celebrated 20 years of working at OFB.

New staff: OFB welcomed two new staff mem-
bers, tyler Alexander, government affairs associate, 
and Jacon taylor, regional coordinator/field staff. 

OFB Finances
OFB’s operating revenue for 2015 was 

$2,381,163, which was about $82,036 
more than the budget projection. 61% of this reve-
nue came from member dues. 36% of revenue is a 
combination of investment proceeds, reimbursements, 
and endorsement revenue. OFB neither sought nor 
received grants or public funds in 2015.

Operating expenses for the 2015 fiscal year were 
$2,179,295, which was $84,143 under budget. 
The major categories of expenditures are personnel, 
dues to American Farm Bureau, volunteer programs, 
communications, and legal counsel costs.  

The FEELDS employer consulting service operates 
on a financially self-sustaining basis and returns a 
small overhead contribution back to OFB each year. 
Overall OFB operating surpluses are returned to the 
investment pool on the balance sheet. 

OFB ended 2015 with $9.52 million in assets. 
An outside investment firm manages the investment 
of these assets with oversight from the OFB Board’s 
budget and investment committee. The OFB Board of 
Directors receives a full audit of financial statements 
every year, with a report on the audit given to the 
House of Delegates at the OFB Annual Meeting in 
December. 

$2,381,163 
REVENUE

($82,036 above projected  
budget for revenue)

$2,179,295 
ExPENSES

($84,143 under  budget  
for expenses)

$9,520,000 
A S S E T S

OFB’s Patty Kuester celebrated her 20-year anniversary with Farm 
Bureau in 2015. 

In 2015, Farm Bureau 
celebrated 96 years of 

grassroots advocacy for Oregon 
farmers and ranchers, and OFB 
recognized its 83rd anniversary 

as a statewide organization.
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OFB PAC 
The Oregon Farm Bureau Political Action Committee 
supports political candidates, ballot measures, and 
political education that are best for the strength, vital-
ity, and viability of Oregon agriculture as a whole, 
while fighting ballot measures that would drive up the 
cost of farming. 

OFB PAC raises funds over a two-year cycle, with 
most contributions given in the general election year. 
In 2015, the PAC did not run a deficit. More about 
OFB PAC in 2015:
n raised $62,923.75. 
n contributed $29,800 to candidates. 
n contributed $3,000 to AgPac, an agriculture and 

natural resources PAC comprised of 17 different 
organizations.

n had $7,404 in fundraising expenses. OFB Communications
n In 2015, there were (at least) 435 news 

mentions of OFB, a county Farm Bureau, a 
member, or an OFB program.

n 47 OFB press releases distributed.

n OFB Facebook page grew by 2,222 fans to 
4,047.

n OFB Twitter grew by 740 to 2,093 
followers.

n 13 OFB-produced YouTube videos created. 

n 3,212 people 
receive OFB 
Action Alerts. 

n 307 public ag 
ventures listed in 
Oregon’s Bounty guide.

n 101 photographers submitted images for 
2016 Oregon’s Bounty Calendar. 

Oregon’s 
Bounty
2 0 1 6  C a l e n d a r

Contact OFB: 800.334.6323
annemarie@oregonfb.org

oregonfb.org 

YF&R Chair Jason Flowers of Klamath-lake County Farm Bureau 
was featured in one of OFB’s video profiles of Young Farmers & 
Ranchers Committee members.
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OFB YF&R Ag Industry Tour - April 15 & 16, 2016 
North Valley, Gorge & Central Oregon  

    

Please join the OFB Young Farmers & Ranchers Committee for an educational and fun ag tour.  We have arranged 
stops at a variety of farms, processing, and research facilities, including aerial applicators, tulips, fruit trees, the 

Wheat Marketing Center, a barge loading facility, and more. Attendees will have several opportunities to interact 
with local Farm Bureau leaders and also see some of the state’s beautiful geography.  
The tour will depart from the OFB building in Salem at 7:45 a.m. on Friday, April 15,  

and will return by 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 16.  

Registration Information: 
Deadlines:   February 29th -  YF&R member priority registration (ages 18-35)  

March 1 – March 15 registration open for all OFB members    
*Limited to first 35 registrants. Must be OFB Voting or Suppporting member to attend* 

Cost:    
•  $40 per person (young children welcome at no additional cost) 
• Checks payable to Oregon Farm Bureau (please write YF&R Tour on memo line) 
• Lodging reservations & cost will be the responsibility of attendees  
• Transportation for the tour Friday and Saturday is included. Attendees are responsible for 

getting to departure location at the Oregon Farm Bureau building in Salem. Most meals 
are included. 

Return Form & Fee to: 
• Oregon Farm Bureau, Attn: Anne Marie Moss,  1320 Capitol St. NE  Salem, OR 97301     

Fax: 503.399.8082 
• You will be sent a confirmation once your registration is received 

 

2016 YF&R AG TOUR REGISTRATION FORM (return to office with fee by March 15) 
 

Name(s):              

Address: ____________________________________________________________________  

               

Phone:           Email: __________________ __________________ 
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Young Farmer & Rancher Ag industry Tour - April 15 & 16, 2016  

Lodging:  

It is the responsibility of attendees to make necessary lodging reservations. If you have not 
received a registration confirmation, it is suggested you confirm with the Oregon Farm Bureau 
office that your registration was received and you have a spot on the trip before making room 
reservations. Ask for Anne Marie Moss, 503.399.1701, annemarie@oregonfb.org.  

Night of Friday, April 15  
The Dalles Inn  541-296-9107  $80 single queen   

$84 single king  
$89 double or king deluxe 
 

*Identify yourself as part of the Oregon Farm Bureau group -- Room block released on April 1.* 
 

*If you need lodging for the nights of April 14 or 16 in the Salem area, we suggest using your  
OFB Member Benefit Discount for the Choice Hotel in Salem: 

Comfort Suites, 630 Hawthorne SE, Salem, OR, Phone: (503) 585-9705 
Make an ADVANCED RESERVATION with Farm Bureau I.D. # 00209770. 

 
For questions or more information please contact: 

State YF&R Chair Jason Flowers 541.891.3326 -or- jayrat24@msn.com   
Kathy Hadley  503.559.5901 –or- kathyfree17@aol.com    

State YF&R Coordinator Dennis Myhrum  541.377.2362  -or-  dennis@oregonfb.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to Farm Bureau Bank & Northwest Farm Credit Services  

for helping sponsor this year’s tour!!! 
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If your mailing address has changed,  
please call 503.399.1701, ext. 326,  
or e-mail melissa@oregonfb.org.

ANNUAl REPORT

OFB 2015 Events 
1: A title sponsor of Oregon Ag Fest, OFB has one of the most 
popular booths at the event. 

2: OFB’s Young Farmer & Rancher Committee hosted a booth at the 
2015 Oregon FFA Convention. 

3: YF&R members at an American Farm Bureau leadership 
conference in 2015. From left are Anne Krahmer, Mary Anne Brady, 
Catherine Kiyokawa, and Victoria Webb.   

4: OFB Board member Dean McAllister (right) spoke to Rep. John 
Huffman at the 2015 Ag pAC legislative Reception. 

5: A profile of Kevin Richards of Jefferson County Farm Bureau was 
the cover story for the 2015 issue of Oregon’s Bounty magazine. 
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