
 

 
 
 
February 11, 2016 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Yamhill County Board of Commissioners 
535 NE Fifth Street 
McMinnville, Oregon 97128 
 
RE: Riverbend Landfill - File Number SDR-16-14/FP-03-14 (KF/MB) 
 
Dear Commissioners:   
 
The Oregon Farm Bureau Federation (“OFB”) submits the following comments in opposition to 
Riverbend Landfill Company, Inc.’s application to expand the Riverbend Landfill. The proposed 
expansion will adversely impact neighboring agriculture uses of the land, and should be denied under 
ORS 215.296. 
 
By way of background, the OFB is a voluntary, grassroots, nonprofit agricultural organization 
representing Oregon’s farmers and ranchers in the public and policymaking arena.  As Oregon’s largest 
general farm organization, its primary goal is to promote educational improvement, economic 
opportunity, and social advancement for its members and the farming, ranching, and natural resources 
industry as a whole.  Today, OFB represents over 7,000 member families professionally engaged in the 
industry and has a total membership of over 60,000 families. 
 
Oregon’s Exclusive Farm Use Zoning 
 
Oregon’s exclusive farm use policy calls for the “preservation of a maximum amount of the limited 
supply of agricultural land” in order to maintain the agricultural economy of the state. ORS 215.243.  In 
evaluating whether the proposed landfill expansion is consistent with the standards for non-farm uses 
articulated in ORS 215.296 and the Yamhill County Code, the Commission must evaluate the project 
under the backdrop of Oregon’s exclusive farm use (EFU) zoning.   
 
Oregon’s Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) has recognized that conflicting 
land uses in areas devoted to agricultural use can have a significant impact on the preservation of 
farmland in Oregon.1  DLCD noted that Oregon’s land use system is vital in ensuring that conflicts in 

                                                            
1 http://www.oregon.gov/LCD/Pages/farmprotprog.aspx 



farmland be reduced, enabling the adjacent land to stay in production and be transferred between 
generations.  Protection of Oregon’s productive farmland is of paramount importance in Oregon’s land 
use planning process, and the Commission is charged with ensuring that this important objective is 
achieved through its decisions. 
 
The Proposed Landfill Expansion is Not Compatible with Existing Uses Pursuant to ORS 215.296 
 
Under ORS 215.296, the Commission cannot approve a land use application that would force a 
significant change in accepted farming practices on surrounding lands devoted to farm use or 
significantly increase the cost of accepted farming practices on surrounding lands devoted to farm use.  
In this case, the expansion of the landfill would both force a significant change in accepted farming 
practices and significantly increase the cost of accepted farming practices adjacent to the landfill 
expansion.  Because the proposed landfill is not consistent with surrounding agricultural uses under ORS 
215.296, the application should be denied. 
 
Our members have indicated that farmers near the existing landfill have experienced issues associated 
with significant bird traffic around the landfill.  Seagulls congregate around the landfill and spill over 
onto adjacent fields, where they feed feed on establishing crops and root in the soil for worms and bugs, 
causing significant crop damage and decreasing yields.   They have also caused ecoli issues in surface 
water due to the large amount of excrement that is deposited onto neighboring properties.  These 
issues both significantly increase the cost of farming operations and force a significant change in farming 
practices as farmers battle the birds.   
 
Debris from the landfill have also drifted onto neighboring fields, landing on crops and requiring the 
impacted farmers to retrieve waste from their fields prior to tilling, harvesting, spraying or otherwise 
working with their crops.  Debris deposits have also raised safety concerns from the farmers, who must 
ensure that their crops are not impacted by outside pollution.  As with the birds, issues associated with 
the debris have increased the costs of farming near the landfill. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the conditional use application.  We request that 
this letter be entered into the official record on this case.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to contact me.   
 
 
Respectfully,     
 

 
 
Mary Anne Nash 
Public Policy Counsel, Oregon Farm Bureau Federation 
1320 Capitol Street NE, Suite 200 
Salem, Oregon 97301 
(503) 399-1701 x 306 
maryanne@oregonfb.org     


