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Another plea to occupiers: Please leave Oregon 
 

Ranchers, foresters, and farmers in rural western communities  have a host of pressing challenges 
rooted in federal government ownership and management of land and resources. The natural resources 
community is rightfully outraged by over-zealous sentencing in the Hammond case, and concerned 
about the precedent it sets for the American West. Oregon Farm Bureau is working in Congress for a 
change in minimum sentences and a prohibition on using terrorism sentences for resource users trying 
to protect land, lives, livestock, timber, and vegetation. Earlier this month, Oregon Farm Bureau 
successfully passed a resolution through the American Farm Bureau House of Delegates to put this on 
the American Farm Bureau congressional agenda. We have collected nearly 28,000 online signatures on 
our petition drawing attention to the injustice of the sentences, and have engaged closely with the 
federal land management agencies responsible for this prosecution to make it clear that we are 
outraged by this extreme overreach. Oregon Farm Bureau has worked hard to bring attention to the 
injustice we see in the sentencing of Steven and Dwight Hammond, and we will continue to do so.  
 
Oregon Farm Bureau has also been closely engaged in working to solving the larger issues fueled by 
federal ownership of over half of Oregon’s land area. This list of failures is long: BLM’s failure to live up 
to its obligations under the Taylor Grazing Act, its failure to save the range from wild horses and burros 
as required by the law, its under-emphasis of multiple use doctrine, the Obama administration’s efforts 
to add an additional overlay of federal control over 40% of neighboring Malheur County, the Obama 
administration’s new “no net loss” of federal land executive memorandum, and the continuing 
acquisition of even more Oregon land by public entities and surrogate NGOs.  
 
We are a true grassroots family farm and ranch organizations whose mission is to help these families 
survive and thrive. But we cannot get any traction on these issues through legitimate public policy 
processes while the Malheur Refuge occupation continues. That occupation has brought national 
attention to federal lands issues, but has set back our causes by bringing disrepute, lawlessness, and 
confusion to these legitimate issues. The occupiers have made it all too easy for urban policy-makers to 
dismiss our legitimate concerns. While the occupation continues, no public policy decision maker at any 
level of government is going to do anything that could be construed as a positive response to the 
coercive tactics practiced by the occupiers.  
 
Beyond all of this, the occupation has brought unwanted attention, fear, and disruption by unwanted 
interlopers to one of Oregon’s great ranching communities. In our letter to the community and to Judge 
Grasty last November, we said in no uncertain terms that there is no place for scofflaws or any illegal 
activity in the public policy process. We reiterate that these occupiers were not invited, are not 
welcome, and only bring harm to those they claim to be interested in helping.  
 
There can be no normalcy nor progress in addressing the real issues that weigh on Harney and other 
Oregon counties until these occupiers go back where they came from. We ask that they leave 
immediately, and allow those of us pushing for legitimate and meaningful change that will help rural 
communities to resume our work.  
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