
 

 
 
 
 
March 2, 2015 
 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program Pacific Region 
911 NE 11th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97232 
r1fa_grants@fws.gov 
 
Re:  Comments on Draft Environmental Assessment - Winter Lake Restoration Project 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Environmental Assessment for the 
Winter Lake Restoration Project.  As you are aware, the Oregon Farm Bureau (OFB) has been 
actively monitoring this project due to concerns about impacts to neighboring agricultural 
operations and concerns about the characterization of agricultural impacts to salmonid habitat, so 
we appreciate the opportunity to weigh in on the draft environmental impact statement.  
 
By way of background, the OFB is a voluntary, grassroots, nonprofit organization representing 
Oregon’s farmers and ranchers in the public and policymaking arenas. As Oregon’s largest 
general farm organization, its primary goal is to promote educational improvement, economic 
opportunity, and social advancement for its members and the farming, ranching, and natural 
resources industry as a whole. Today, OFB represents over 7,000 member families 
professionally engaged in the industry and has a total membership of over 60,000 Oregon 
families. 
 
OFB has concerns about the characterization of agricultural uses in the project area in the draft 
environmental assessment (EA).  The draft EA assumes, without supporting evidence or data, 
that agricultural activities in the project area are harmful to salmonid habitat and negatively 
impact water quality. (Draft EA, Pages 23-28).  Despite admitting that there are not TMDLs for 
any parameters except dissolved oxygen in the project area, the draft EA claims that agricultural 
activities are negatively impacting water quality and harming salmonid habitat.  We respectfully 
disagree with these conclusions.  



 
Since before the enactment of the Agricultural Water Quality Management Act (SB 1010) in 
1993, Oregon farmers and ranchers have been doing their part to protect and maintain 
agricultural water quality.  Our members in the project area have worked hard to ensure that their 
activities are sustainable and supportive of habitat values, and the draft EA does not present 
evidence or data to the contrary.  The draft EA instead relies on assumptions and assertions to 
frame the current state of the project area.  For your reference, I have attached the comments that 
the Oregon Farm Bureau submitted regarding the National Marine Fisheries Services’ Coastal 
Coho Recovery Plan, which contained many of the same misleading characterizations of 
agricultural contributions to water quality.   
 
The OFB supports voluntary, incentive-based programs designed to promote salmonid habitat 
while maintaining working landscapes.  In designing these projects, it is important that the 
project not harm or denigrate agricultural interests and that the project documents recognize the 
contributions of agriculture to the economy, community and to the habitat values sought by the 
project. This draft EA does not accomplish these objectives.  
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on the draft environmental assessment.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mary Anne Nash 
Public Policy Counsel  
Director of Regulatory Affairs 
Oregon Farm Bureau Federation 
maryanne@oregonfb.org 
(541) 740-4062 
 
  

 


