
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February 17, 2015 
 
 
Jackson County Board of Commissioners 
10 South Oakdale Avenue 
Medford, Oregon 97510 
BoC-CAO_Admin@jacksoncounty.org 
 
 
  Re: Comments on Jackson County Land Development Ordinances regarding Marijuana 
 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed ordinances regarding marijuana cultivation 
in Jackson County.   These comments are submitted on behalf of the Oregon Farm Bureau and the 
Jackson County Farm Bureau.  By way of background, OFB is a voluntary, grassroots, nonprofit 
organization representing Oregon’s farmers and ranchers in the public and policymaking arenas. As 
Oregon’s largest general farm organization, its primary goal is to promote educational improvement, 
economic opportunity, and social advancement for its members and the farming, ranching, and natural 
resources industry as a whole. Today, OFB represents over 7,000 member families professionally 
engaged in the industry and has a total membership of over 60,000 Oregon families.   
 
This year, with the passage of HB 3400, Oregon designated recreational marijuana as Oregon’s newest 
agricultural commodity.  Since passage of HB 3400, OFB has worked hard to educate marijuana growers 
on the myriad of state and local laws that govern farming in Oregon, including water rights, pesticide 
use restrictions, and water quality requirements. With the designation of recreational marijuana as a 
crop came the expectation that recreational marijuana would be treated similarly to other agricultural 
commodities. With the current discussions in the legislature regarding extending the crop designation to 
medical marijuana, we think is is critical to treat all marijuana cultivation the same in Jackson County.   
 
In the most recent draft of the proposed ordinances around marijuana production in Jackson County, we 
noticed several recommendations by the planning department that are designed to ensure that 
marijuana is treated similarly to other crops grown on exclusive farm use ground.  We think that this is 



strong policy.  With its designation as a crop, it is important that marijuana is treated similarly to other 
crops, and that policies enacted to regulate marijuana do not have the potential to transition into the 
regulation of other commodities. As you finalize the ordinances, we  encourage you to ensure that 
marijuana is treated similarly to other crops for purposes of regulation of marijuana cultivation.   
  
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on this important issue, and please do not hesitate 
to contact me at maryanne@oregonfb.org or 541-740-4062 if you have any questions. 
 
Thanks,  

Mary Anne Nash 
Oregon Farm Bureau  

 


