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One of the great human challenges of living in a representative democracy is that sometimes government 
does things many of us do not like. For some of us, this list of missteps and over-reaches is a very long one. 
It seems to get longer by the day. But to preserve our civil society and the freedoms it provides it is our duty 
to work within the system to overcome the things we don’t agree with. Staying on the high road is not easy 
when you feel as though the federal government has abused its power and is wrongly taking the liberty of a 
friend and a community leader. 
 
That is exactly the position I am in as president of Oregon Farm Bureau when I think about the Hammond 
case. 
 
Steven Hammond is a friend and has been a long-time leader at the county and state levels in our 
organization. He had his due process and a fair trial. He was convicted on only one out of 19 counts the 
feds threw at him. Nobody disputes the conviction. Steven admitted setting a fire. It is what a vindictive 
cadre of BLM bureaucrats did after the conviction that is upsetting to me, to my organization, and an 
enormous swath of the public lands ranching community. They pursued, and ultimately got, a five-year 
sentence under the 1996 Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act. The sentence is on top of loss of 
grazing permits and hundreds of thousands of dollars in fines and restitution. 
 
The only impartial person in this narrative is Federal Judge Michael Hogan. Judge Hogan presided over the 
entire trial. He heard every allegation and every piece of evidence. After the conviction he said that a five-
year minimum sentence would be “grossly disproportionate to the severity of the offenses” and would 
“shock the conscious.” Oregon Farm Bureau, about 8,000 online petition signers covering all 50 states, and 
I agree. We made that case in public and the Hammonds’ attorneys made it in court. We lost. So what now. 
 
For more than 75 years Oregon Farm Bureau has worked on behalf of farmers and ranchers across the 
state.  We are outraged by the treatment of the Hammonds.  Some outsiders have attached themselves 
lately to the Hammond case to further their own narrow agenda. Some of these are “citizen militia” groups 
from out of state. They were not engaged or invited by Farm Bureau. We do not support them or any illegal 
response to this case or any other. We are a nation of laws, and if we step outside those laws we become 
the problem not the solution, no matter how outraged we may be by government actions. 
 
What we can do is continue to expose agency wrongdoing and hypocrisy and over-reach and misuse of 
power. We can and we will. At the same time we will work with our members of congress and others to 
make sure this does not happen to anyone else again. 
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