
    The Election  by Sam Sweeney 

 

Most of us remember the morning ritual in Grade School when we stood together and said, “I pledge 
allegiance to the United States of America and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.”  
  
A common group of words organized in a manner that made a profound statement.  A statement of 
commitment that each one of us should think about as we make decisions in the coming election on candidates 
and ballot measures.  As we all know, this election has been divisive, crude at times and an embarrassment to 
our nation.  However, when we receive our ballots in a few weeks, it will be our turn to provide direction to 
our communities and nation by making what we hope will be the appropriate voting decisions. 
  
The pledge of allegiance that we made as individual students, yet together collectively as a class was a 
commitment to support our nation and its common values.   During this election, this commitment is an 
obligation to gather creditable information on candidates and ballot measures so that we can make the right 
voting decisions.  It is too easy for us to base our voting decisions on TV advertisements or other bits and 
pieces of information that we hear from others without carefully studying the candidates and issues.   
 
We need to look ahead to the future and consider what we want our communities and nation to be and what is 

best for all of us.   Indirectly, the pledge speaks of our obligation and commitment to each other in achieving 

these goals.  Hopefully, each of us will make the right voting decisions during this election that will lead our 

communities and nation in that direction.  
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Yamhill County Farm Bureau Board meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at Tequila 
Grill in McMinnville.  Call 503-472-9123 to confirm the time, as it may vary depending on the season:  
7pm—spring/fall/summer; 6:30pm—winter. 

Congratulations to this year’s Yamhill County Farm Bureau Scholarship Recipients!  
 

Joanna Kubes, a Dayton High School graduate, and Kaitlin Davis, graduating from Country Faith Christian 
Academy in Newberg, will each receive a $1,500 college scholarship from the Yamhill County Farm Bureau.   
 
Joanna is a Sophomore at Oregon State University, pursuing a double ma-
jor in Agricultural Business and Public Heath, with future plans of a career 
in agribusiness working with food production.  She has been an active 
member of FFA for 6 years, serving in many leadership roles, including 
chapter president and Lower Willamette District vice-president and presi-
dent.  Joanna has also competed in national FFA competitions, most re-
cently in the National Agricultural Sales contest in Louisville, Kentucky, 
where the team took first place. 
 
After a long history of involvement in 4-H with a focus on poultry, Kaitlin 
is also a Sophomore at OSU, studying Animal Science and Agricultural Education.  She has earned both Yam-
hill County Reserve Champion and Champion in Master Showmanship. While maintaining her studies, she is 
serving as treasurer of the County 4-H Leaders Association, teaching an Animal Science class at Country Faith 
Christian Academy and working as a teaching assistant in her OSU Animal Science lab.  Her desire is to be a 
Vocational Ag teacher where she can share her enthusiasm of ag with youth. 



Yamhelas Westsider Trail    by Dave Dillon, OFBF Exec. Director & Maryanne Nash, OFBF Public Policy Counsel 

Yamhill County Farm Bureau and Oregon Farm Bureau have grave concerns about Yamhill County’s han-
dling of its proposed Yamhelas Westsider Trail. We have asked, and continue to ask the county to be trans-
parent about its plans for the trail and to follow the law in applying the required land use permitting process 
before investing further in this project.   
 
The county has applied for and received about $2 million in grant fund commitments for the project before 
completing the process that determines whether the trail can actually be built legally. 
 
The County failed to tell landowners adjacent to the proposed trail that it was applying for or had received 
any money to help with the acquisition of the property or construction of the trail.  This despite numerous 
requests from the impacted landowners for information on the project and the county’s trail plans.  
 
The county has two choices regarding a trail project like this: Classify it a park or a “transportation facility.” 
In either case, Oregon law requires the proposed trail to go through a county review for compatibility with 
neighbors and adjacent agricultural operations. There is good reason for this law and process.  
 
If the trail is not sited and constructed properly, the path could present conflict and unfair burdens on neigh-
bors. Neighboring farms require management practices that may not be compatible with a public thorough-
fare. Food safety practices around the Food Safety Modernization Act and Global GAP, irrigation manage-
ment, pest and weed control, cultivation, animal welfare, harvesting practices, and others need to be consid-
ered. Public safety around large equipment, the increased risk of trespass (intentional and unintentional), in-
creased farming costs, and potential loss of land value need to be considered.  
 
Under Oregon law, the land use process identifies mitigation conditions in the permit for the path construc-
tion to ensure that the path does not adversely impact neighbors and agricultural operations (such as altering 
portions of the trail, routing, moving staging areas, providing for signage and fencing, etc). If the commission 
is unable to develop appropriate mitigation conditions to avoid prohibited impacts on neighbors, it must deny 
the application.   
 
The county is aware of these requirements, yet so far has refused to engage in the necessary review. A “buy 
the land, then worry about whether we can use it” approach is fiscally irresponsible and could be seen as an 
attempted end-run around public input that will not pass legal muster. It is particularly unwise, given Benton 
County recently made similar errors, leading to a refund of its trail grant funds.  
 
Our request is not about whether the path is a good or bad idea. We ask the county to complete the required 
review to determine if the path can meet the standards in Oregon law BEFORE investing more heavily. That 
way, the trail can co-exist with and does not harm Yamhill County's farm families. Simply put, there should 
be a public, transparent process around this trail that complies with all legal requirements.   

Leadership Training Opportunities through YF&R  by Jenny Freeborn & Kathy Hadley 
 
The Oregon Farm Bureau (OFB) State Young Farmers & Ranchers (YF&R) Committee is hosting a 1-day 
leadership conference at the Salem Convention Center on Tuesday, Dec. 9 from 9am-4pm.  The theme is 
“What You Didn’t Learn Growing Up on the Farm,” and will have a variety of speakers addressing labor, fi-
nancial, environmental, and other issues vital to understanding production agriculture.  Registration infor-
mation will be available with the OFB convention registration packet and on the State Farm Bureau website 
soon!  For more information, contact Jenny Freeborn or Dennis Myhrum, OFB VP of Organization. 
 
Feb. 10-13 in Pittsburg, PA, the American Farm Bureau is holding their FUSION leadership conference, 
which combines training for the YF&R, Women’s & Ag Education programs.  Nearly 1500 people attended 
the first FUSION conference in 2015, the vast majority being YF&R members under 35.  It is a great learning 
opportunity, a chance to hear some top-caliber motivational speakers and network with peers from around the 
country.  For more information, contact Jason Flowers, State YF&R chair or Dennis Myhrum 541-377-2362.

   



QUESTIONS & RESERVATIONS:  Email Mar ie Schmidt 
at schmidtannm@embarqmail.com or leave a message at 
503-472-9123. 

YAMHILL COUNTY FARM BUREAU 
67TH ANNUAL DINNER 

Thursday, November 3, 2016 

 

Doors open at 5:30, dinner served at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Place: Yamhill County Historical Center, 11275 SW Durham Lane, 
McMinnville, OR  (approx. 2 miles west of McMinnville, along Hwy. 18.) 

 
Dinner: $15.00 per person; includes BBQ chicken & beef brisket with po-
tato salad, BBQ beans, green salad, dessert and beverage. 

 
Keynote Speaker:  Elizabeth Howard of Schwabe, Williamson and Wyatt  
    Bring your questions! 
 
Elizabeth is a strong advocate for agriculture with expertise in navigating 
cumbersome regulations affecting water rights, water quality, grazing and 
public lands. She has brought resolution to injunctions, enforcement issues 
and obtaining permits.  Check out her bio at http://www.schwabe.com/
attorneys-12962. 

It is important to RSVP by October 28.  You may clip and re-
turn this slip with your check payable to Yamhill Co. Farm Bureau, 
1215 N. Adams St., Suite C., McMinnville, OR 97128 or leave a 
message at the Farm Bureau office, 503-472-9123 by October 28 to 
reserve your space.   
 
Meet others engaged in agriculture! 
 
Name ____________________________Number Attending______  



Yamhill County Farm Bureau 
 Board of Directors: 

 
Pres.-Jerry Mann, 503-538-1989 

Vice Pres.-Pieper Sweeney, 503-437-2672 

Sec./Treasurer-Marie Schmidt; 503-852-7545 

David Cruickshank, At-large; 503-864-4027 

Tom Bernards, Yamhill-Carlton; 503-852-7440 

Pieper Sweeney, Dayton; 503-437-2672 

Tom Olson, McMinnville; 971-241-3268 

Ryan Jones; Sheridan-Willamina- 

Grand Ronde; 503-435-7939 

Gary Johnson; Newberg-Dundee; 503-434-2133 

State Board Rep.—Dean Freeborn; 503-364-2511 

YF&R Rep—Jenny Freeborn 970-214-8143 

Voting Delegates:   

Gordon Dromgoole; 503-425-8655 

Zach Christensen; 503-550-3576;  

Arne Goddik; 503-864-3882 
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Defeat Measure 97 signs available! 
 
Oregon Farm Bureau has 3’x5’ Farmers Against 
Measure 97 signs that need to be placed on well-
trafficked roads. Polls are trending in support of the 
measure, and we need to get the word out ASAP that 
it would hurt Oregon's agriculture community. Is your 
property, or your neighbor's, located in a highly visi-
ble area? Then you can help by putting up a sign! 
Signs are available for pickup M-F, 8 am - 5 pm in 
the lobby of the OFB headquarters, 1320 Capitol St. 
NE, Salem.  
 
 A clipboard is also there; if you take a sign or two, 
leave your contact info so the campaign knows where 
to collect them after the election. Thanks for helping 
get the word out that Measure 97 would hurt Oregon 
farmers and ranchers by driving up the cost of every-
thing they need to stay in business, including seed, 
fertilizer, crop protection, fuel, electricity, and equip-
ment.  
 
Learn more at https://www.defeat97.com/ 

ANNUAL MEETING 
NOTICE INSIDE! 


