
 
 

 

September 28, 2016 

 

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 

Attn.: Richard Walkoski 

725 Summer Street NE, Suite C 

Salem, Oregon 97301-1271 

OPRD.publiccomment@oregon.gov 

 

 RE: Molalla and Chetco Rivers Scenic Waterways management 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Department’s proposed rule 

designating portions of the Molalla and Chetco Rivers as State Scenic Waterways.  This letter is 

submitted on behalf of Oregon Farm Bureau (OFB) to reaffirm our concerns regarding the 

process in which this new State Scenic Waterways designation has been conducted, and the 

failure of the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) to include or consider 

comments made by Oregon Farm Bureau on the draft rules.   

 

By way of background, the OFB is a voluntary, grassroots, nonprofit organization representing 

Oregon’s farmers and ranchers in the public and policymaking arenas. As Oregon’s largest 

general farm organization, its primary goal is to promote educational improvement, economic 

opportunity, and social advancement for its members and the farming, ranching, and natural 

resources industry as a whole. Today, OFB represents over 7,000 member families 

professionally engaged in the industry and has a total membership of over 60,000 Oregon 

families.  Coos-Curry Farm Bureau is the voice of farmers and ranchers in Coos and Curry 

County.   

 

Oregon Farm Bureau remains very concerned about the lack of landowner involvement and 

support on the committees formed to review and recommend designation of state scenic 

waterways.  In both the Molalla and Chetco processes, the OPRD failed to reach out to and 

engage a broad group of stakeholders in the review and recommendation process, instead 

focusing primarily on the recreation community.  This resulted in the agricultural community not 
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learning about the proposed designations until just before they were recommended to the 

legislature, and well after the time for meaningful involvement had passed. We strongly 

encourage you to reach out to both state and local natural resources stakeholders much earlier on 

in the designation process, and in time for the community to have a meaningful opportunity to 

comment on the proposal.   

 

In the future, we also would like ensure that OPRD formally consults with the Oregon 

Department of Agriculture or ODF regarding potential impacts to livestock grazing and forestry 

practices within the proposed area before submitting a formal recommendation to the Governor 

so that the proposal was comprehensively vetted.  Under Oregon law “[t]he department shall 

consult with the State Fish and Wildlife Commission, the State Department of Agriculture, the 

Environmental Quality Commission, the Department of State Lands, and such other persons or 

agencies as it considers appropriate.”  ORS 390.855.  This consultation should occur throughout 

the process, and these agencies should be part of any rulemakings associated with a designation.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these rules, and please do not hesitate to contact 

me if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Anne Nash  

Oregon Farm Bureau Federation  

maryanne@oregonfb.org  

(541) 740-4062 

 


