
Legislative Report submitted by State Representative Ron Noble 
 
It has been a busy, hectic and informative first couple of months at the capitol as a freshman State 
Representative.   
 
I am excited to let you know about some bills I have introduced that I believe will benefit all of Yamhill 
County.  One bill has to do with school background checks.  Simply put, this bill would require a school 
district board and public charter school governing body to adopt and implement a policy that requires 
volunteers to undergo a background check.  This is to ensure that any unsupervised volunteer who is with 
students receives a background check.  In testifying at the public hearing recently, I think this bill has a good 
chance to move forward.  
 
Another bill that I am sponsoring is HJR 28.  This bill will require that the legislature, every regular session 
in an odd numbered year, appropriate funding for K-12 public education before appropriating money for any 
other budget bills that come before the legislature. 
 
I’m sure you see a theme here – and one that I have been told repeatedly is important to my district, and that 
is safety and education.  Investing in our children is the best investment we can make as a State. It is my 
honor to be able to bring these important issues to the forefront of the discussion on behalf of District 24. 
 
Many other things are happening – and I would like to invite you to hear all about them at the Town Hall we 
are hosting in McMinnville on April 6th.  We will be meeting at the McMinnville Civic Center at 6:00 p.m.   
 
My thanks again to everyone for their support.  I look forward to hearing directly from you regarding any 
issues you would like to discuss.  My office number is 503-986-1424.   
 
Regards, Representative Ron Noble 

Spring, 2017 

Yamhill County Farm Bureau Board meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of every month, except July and August, at Tequila Grill, 
325 NE Hwy. 99, McMinnville, usually at 7 pm.  Call a Board member orn 503-472-9123 to confirm the time, as it may vary de-
pending on the season.  All members are welcome. 

YAMHILL COUNTY FARM BUREAU SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
 

This year the Yamhill County Farm Bureau will award two $1,500 scholarships to full-time students who 
have completed at least one year of college study directed towards a degree in a field related to agriculture 
with a cumulative college GPA of 2.5. The student must be a graduate of a Yamhill County high school or 
have lived in Yamhill County their senior year in high school.   
 
Applications are due August 1, 2017 and are available by writing to Yamhill County Farm Bureau, 1215 N. 
Adams St. Suite B, McMinnville, OR 97128, call Marie Schmidt at 503-852-7545 or download from Oregon 
Farm Bureau’s website:  http://www.oregonfb.org/scholarships/.    
 
This website also lists many other scholarship opportunities, such as the Oregon Farm Bureau Memorial 
Scholarships, Associate Member Scholarships funded by Country Financial and more.  Check it out! 

(503) 472-2545 • 1215 NORTH ADAMS STREET, SUITE C • MCMINNVILLE, OREGON 97128



O regon Ag-fest time!  This year’s premier sponsors are  
regon Farm Bureau, Oregon Women for Ag, Bi-mart, Bob’s Red 
Mill and more . . . 
 

Though agriculture is one of the few industries that affects each of us every day, it is one of the most 
misunderstood.  Ag Fest was created to educate the public, and especially children, about where and 
how the food they eat, the clothes they wear and the products they use daily come from.   
 
It is a fun, affordable family time including lots of hands-on activities, free samples, craft and trade 
booths and demonstrations.  Each year over 20,000 people visit this outstanding event. Oregon Ag Fest 
is a non-profit, volunteer-based organization that deserves our support. This year, Ag-fest will be April 
29 & 30; Saturday, 8:30 am to 5 pm.; Sunday, 10 am to 5 pm. at the Oregon State Fairgrounds, 
Salem.  
 
Admission is $9 per person, children 12 and under are free; parking is free.  Advance tickets at Wilco. 
For more info and download a $2 coupon:  http://oragfest.com/attend/  

 
POLK/YAMHILL COUNTY YOUNG FARMERS & RANCHERS 

       by Jenny Freeborn 
 
Locally for the Polk/Yamhill group, we are working on a few event ideas - an ODOT speaker and speaker 
from the commercial auto insurance industry to speak about farm plates versus regular plates on vehicles and 
the laws/regulations/insurance requirements surrounding those challenges, a legislative update, and hopefully a 
strawberry feed. We are also looking for a local person to take the lead in that group, and help organize events 
for the Polk/Yamhill group. 

At the State level, we have multiple plans in the works:  
 
 We are just finishing up a very successful stint at the Oregon State FFA Convention, where we had a 

booth, spoke to the state officer candidates and the Oregon Ag Teacher's Association, and served ice cream 
floats to the State Degree recipients. We signed numerous young people up to be added to the state YF&R 
list-serve to continue to receive information about our committee's activities.  

 
 Coming up May 5 to 7, we are doing another Oregon Ag Industry tour in Northeastern Oregon. We will 

start out in Bend, travel to Burns, then Ontario, where we will stay the first night. From there, we will go to 
Baker, La Grande, and Pendleton, where we will stay the second night, before traveling back to Bend the 
next day. Stops will include a Juniper Mill, the BLM mustang holding pens, dairy and beef cattle opera-
tions, onion farms, a flour mill, and various meals and discussions with industry and Farm Bureau leaders 
throughout the region.  Download the registration form at http://oregonfb.org/agtour/  

 
 We are also planning an Oregon YF&R Leadership conference for early November (dates TBD) in either 

Hood River or The Dalles, for YF&R aged members only, and have numerous exciting speakers and activ-
ities planned for that conference. 

 
 If you're interested in getting involved with YF&R events, please contact Jenny Freeborn at 

JennFFA@hotmail.com or call 970-214-8143, or Jacon Taylor at jacon@oregonfb.org. 

http://oregonfb.org/agtour/
callto:970-214-8143


 Yamhelas Westsider Trail Proposal Update 
       submitted by Bryan Schmidt 

Multiple citizens' request for the County to follow the land use process continue after two years to no avail.  

Under ORS 215.296, the project applicant, in this case Yamhill County, must show that this conditional 

land use will not conflict with normal farming practices, and commit to specific mitigation measures re-

quired by the County.  If no reasonable mitigation can be found, then the project must be denied.  The 

DLCD has confirmed this process with County Planner Ken Friday last year.  However, there was a two-to-
one majority of County Commissioners refusing to set a date for a hearing under the land use ordinances, 

even after newly elected Richard Olson came into office January of 2017.   

In early March this year, the Commission voted 2 to 1 to accept a $1 million ODOT ConnectOregon6 grant 

to engineer and build bridges over three small creeks between Yamhill and Carlton.  However, Commis-

sioner Primozich states this grant will also be used to purchase a three-mile section of property from Union 

Pacific between Yamhill and Carlton.  

This should raise flags because the grant is stipulated for bridges at the service of a bicycle path, with lan-

guage in the grant-contract requiring that all permits, processes, and planning be followed according to the 

law.  So the County is not eligible for the $1 million in reimbursement that they expect from this grant, once 

the property is purchased and the three bridges are built, until ORS 215.296 mitigation is satisfied.  It is not 

clear if or how ODOT will handle this discrepancy in administering this grant.  

Going back to last summer, the County planners and its own legal counsel indicated to OFB's Mary Anne 

Nash in a private meeting September 6, that Yamhelas is only hypothetically a bicycle path, and that the 

County is just purchasing the land before it gets divided up, potentially for a future commuter line to get 

workers to Washington County, they said.  Is this why the County continues to refuse a farm-impact hear-

ing for this project?  There is a group, not associated with Farm Bureau, requesting locations for signs in 

opposition.  If you wish to contact them you may visit stopthetrail.com.    

 

Farm and Forest Succession Planning Workshop 
 

Monday, April 24, from 5:30pm - 8:30pm;Public Works Auditorium -  
OSU Extension Office, 2050 NE Lafayette Ave. McMinnville 

Two-thirds of Oregon's agricultural land will be changing hands in the next 20 years, but the vast majority of 
Oregon's farmers and ranchers don't have succession plans. 

 Want to hear about the trends in farm/ranch succession, access to land, and land use in Oregon? 

 Want to learn the steps for preparing a succession plan for your property? 

 Want to hear the stories of local farmers who have gone through the process? 

Take advantage of this opportunity to answer these questions and more!  Cost is free. 

RSVP:  Heather.Stoven@oregonstate.edu or 503-434-7517   
 

http://stopthetrail.com
mailto:Heather.Stoven@oregonstate.edu
callto:503-434-7517


Yamhill County Farm Bureau 
 Board of Directors: 

Pres.-Jerry Mann, 503-538-1989 
Vice Pres.-Pieper Sweeney, 503-437-2672 

Sec./Treasurer-Marie Schmidt; 503-852-7545 
Zach Christensen, At-large; 503-550-3576 

Tom Bernards, Yamhill-Carlton; 503-852-7440 
Pieper Sweeney, Dayton; 503-437-2672 

Thomas Olson, McMinnville; 971-241-3268 
Ryan Jones; Sheridan-Willamina- 

Grand Ronde; 503-435-7939 
Gary Johnson; Newberg-Dundee; 503-434-2133 
State Board Rep.-Dean Freeborn; 503-364-2511 

Young Farmer&Rancher Rep- 
Jenny Freeborn; 970-214-8143 

Voting Delegates:   
Gordon Dromgoole; 503-425-8655 

Pieper Sweeney; 503-437-2672;  
Arne Goddik; 503-864-3882 

YAMHILL COUNTY FARM BUREAU 
1215 N. Adams, Suite C 
McMinnville, OR  97128 
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ARCANE CELLARS @ WHEATLAND WINERY 
BREYMAN ORCHARDS 

CHUCK COLVIN AUTO CENTER  
COLUMBIA RIVER BANK 
DAVISON AUTO PARTS 
ELK COVE VINEYARDS 

GRAUER REPAIR SERVICE 
LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER 

MORELAND OIL 
MY OWN REPAIR/HEART RICH FARMS 

OREGON VINEYARD SUPPLY 
RIDGWAY SUPPLY CO. 

VALLEY FEED & SUPPLY 
WESTERN FARM SERVICE  

WESTERN AG IMPROVEMENTS, INC. 
WILCO FARMERS 

OUR SUPPORTING MEMBERS 
DESERVE OUR PATRONAGE! 




