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OFB 2017 End of 
Session Summary 

A f t e r  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  h A r d  w o r k  A n d  d e t e r m i n At i o n  b y  
o f b  s tA f f ,  f A r m  b u r e A u  m e m b e r s ,  A n d  pA r t n e r s  i n  
t h e  A g  i n d u s t r y ,  w e ’ r e  p r o u d  t o  r e p o r t  t h At  o r e g o n 

fA r m e r s  A n d  r A n c h e r s  e m e r g e d  v i c t o r i o u s  f r o m  t h e  2 0 1 7 
o r e g o n  L e g i s L At i v e  s e s s i o n !
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Starting the session with 
a $1.8 billion budget short-
fall, Democrat majorities 
set their sights on a corpo-
rate tax hike and transpor-
tation package. Agriculture 
was at the forefront of the 
debate over tax increases, 
as legislators considered 
levying new taxes on 
farm and forest land, farm 
equipment, and gross 
sales. The ag community 
was quick to organize in 
opposition — and each of 
these proposals failed.

OFB also successfully 
defeated a $200 million 
tax increase that would’ve 
targeted the smallest farm 
and ranch businesses. 

Taxation wasn’t the only 
hot-button issue this ses-
sion. Labor advocates 
pushed a series of emo-
tionally charged bills that 
would place new man-
dates on Oregon employ-
ers. OFB worked to stop 
an employer-paid family 
leave proposal and joined 
efforts to exempt sea-
sonal businesses from a 
predictable scheduling 
requirement. 

On the water front, OFB 
worked with other ag 

groups to halt proposals to 
require costly measuring 
devices on each point of 
diversion and to tax water 
rights in the state. 

We’re proud of these 
accomplishments! At the 
capitol, just as much work 
goes into defeating bad bills 
as promoting good bills. 

On that note, OFB suc-
ceeded in passing impor-
tant legislation beneficial 
Oregon agriculture: clarify-
ing the paid sick time law 
for farmers and ensuring 
that farmers get to keep 
existing barns and homes 
built on farmland. 

This session’s victories 
were possible because of 
the tireless efforts by the 
OFB Government Affairs 
team, active Farm Bureau 
members, coalition part-
ners, and stalwart friends 
in the legislature.

Despite a tough budget 
cycle, the ag community’s 
combined efforts were 
critical to ensuring invest-
ments in Oregon’s natu-
ral resources: funding for 
predator control, contin-
ued investments in sage 
grouse work, $4.5 million 
for the Farm-to-School 

Program, and $5.6 mil-
lion added back to OSU’s 
Statewides (Extension 
Service, Agriculture Exper-
iment Stations, and Forest 
Research Lab).

Jenny Dresler
OFB Director of State Public Policy
jenny@oregonfb.org 
503.810.4174
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About 100 farmers, ranchers, and foresters came to the capitol in opposition to 
HB 2859, which would’ve eliminated personal property tax exemptions for farm 
and forest equipment. From left are OFB Director of Public Policy Jenny Dresler 
and Farm Bureau members Brenda Frketich, Macey Wessels, and Matt Frketich.

Several legislators stood 
out as steadfast support-
ers of Oregon’s family 
farms, ranches, and small 
woodlands. 

In the Senate, OFB 
relied on Sen. Minor-
ity Leader Ted Ferrioli 
(R-John Day), who coor-
dinated caucus efforts on 
issues important to the ag 
community. Other stand-
outs include Sen. Arnie 

Roblan (D-Coos Bay) 
and Sen. Bill  Hansell 
(R-Athena); these sena-
tors stood with family 
agriculture on important 
production- and employ-
ment-related issues. 

Also, special thanks 
to Sen. Betsy  Johnson 
(D-Scappoose), Sen. 
Chuck Thomsen (R-Hood 
River), and Sen. Lee 
Beyer (D-Springfield) for 

their continued support of 
farmers and ranchers.

In the House, OFB 
worked closely with 
Republican Leader Mike 
McLane (R-Powell Butte) 
on behalf of agriculture 
and small businesses. 

OFB also thanks the 
chair of the House Agricul-
ture & Natural Resources 
 Committee, Rep. Brian 
Clem (D-Salem), who 
worked diligently on 
emotionally charged 
issues. Rep. Jodi Hack 
(R-Salem) and Rep. Greg 
Barreto (R-Cove) were 
strong voices for farmers 
and ranchers on numer-
ous business-related 
issues this session.

OFB appreciates 
Rep. Caddy McKeown 
(D-Coos Bay), Rep. Mark 
Johnson (R-Hood River), 
and Rep. Brad Witt 
(D-Clatskanie) for their 

tireless work with OFB on 
issues important to their 
rural constituents.

OFB also thanks the 
many Farm Bureau mem-
bers who participated this 
session. These volunteers 
called and wrote their leg-
islators, testified before 
committees, and discussed 
important policy issues with 
elected officials through-
out the 2017 session. Their 
efforts were critical to OFB’s 
success in the capitol, and 
we appreciate their passion 
and advocacy on behalf of 
Oregon agriculture and the 
entire Farm Bureau family. 

We appreciate all of 
our voting and supporting 
members for their belief in 
the value of Farm Bureau. 
OFB is honored to rep-
resent your interests in 
Salem and Washington 
D.C. You make us Farm 
Bureau Proud!

Bills That 
Passed
HB 2017, Transportation 
Package: Passed  during 
the last days of session, HB 
2017 increases taxes on 
fuel, vehicles, and bicycles 
to fund transportation infra-
structure improvements 
across the state. Revenue 
is allocated to ODOT, coun-
ties, and  cities with a por-
tion dedicated to rural  
communities. The bill pro-
poses tolling on I-5 and
I-205 as a way to raise funds. 

HB 2038, Farm-to-
School: Allocates $4.5 
million in funding to Farm-
to-School and School 
Garden programs. This 
appropriation will preserve 
the program for the 2017-
2019 biennium. OFB sup-
ported, bill passed.
HB 2066, Bovine Manure 
Tax Credit: Part of a 
larger tax credit package, 
HB 2066 caps use of the 
manure digester tax credit 
at $5 million annually and 
ensures that farms of all 
sizes would be able to 
qualify for the credit. OFB 
supported, bill passed.  

HB 2785, Wetlands 
Jurisdiction: Prohib-
its the Department of 
State Lands from levying 
 significant fines against 
farmers who constructed 
barns and homes in farm 
fields. OFB supported,  
bill passed.
HB 3249, Oregon Agri-
cultural Heritage Pro-
gram: Developed by a 
coalition of agricultural 
and conservation groups, 
including Farm Bureau, 
HB 3249 creates the Ore-
gon Agricultural  Heritage 
Program (OAHP). The 
program provides funding 

to create a new set of 
tools for landowners to 
support working farms and 
ranches, while also pro-
viding conservation ben-
efits on those lands. OFB 
supported, bill passed. 
SB 644, Eastern Oregon 
Mining Exemption: Cre-
ates a new statewide pro-
cess for siting large-scale 
mineral mines in seven 
Eastern Oregon counties. 
The new process contains 
inadequate protections 
for neighboring farms 
and ranches that could 
be impacted by the mine. 
OFB opposed, bill passed.



SB 299, Oregon Sick 
Time Fixes: Provides 
important clarifications to 
family farmers and busi-
nesses in implementing 
the paid sick time law. 
Fixes include: piece- 
rate pay calculations, 
employee count, and 
farm stand location. OFB 
 supported, bill passed. 

SB 327, Protection from 
Lawsuits for Landown-
ers: Protects landowners 
and their employees from 
lawsuits by people recre-
ating on their land. OFB 
supported, bill passed. 

SB 828, Predictable 
Scheduling: SB 828 was 
amended significantly to 
require seven-day notice 
of scheduling for busi-
nesses with 500 or more 
employees in retail, food 
service, or hospitality. 
Although Oregon will be 
the first state to have a 
mandated scheduling 
policy, the final product 
was negotiated by a busi-
ness coalition to exclude 
all seasonal-based indus-
tries, including ag. OFB 
neutral, bill passed.

Bad Bills 
Killed 
HB 2060, Small Busi-
ness Tax Increase: Dis-
qualified S-Corps and 
Partnerships with less 
than 10 employees from 
the small business tax cut 
that passed during the 
2013 Special Session. 
OFB opposed, bill died. 

HB 2167/ HB 2169/ HB 
2180/ HB 2181, Wage 
Theft: Created new 
unlawful employment 
practice, stacked the 
deck against employers 
in wage claims, and pro-
moted a cottage industry 
for plaintiffs’ attorneys. 
OFB opposed, bills died.

HB 2466, Timber Tax: 
Imposed a tax of $10-per-
thousand feet on timber 
harvested in Oregon to 
fund conservation and 
fire-suppression activities. 
OFB opposed, bill died. 

HB 2469/ HB 2739/ SB 
1037, Genetic Engineer-
ing: Legislators continued 
to focus on GE produc-
tion methods in 2017. HB 
2469 and SB 1037 sought 
to undo the hard-fought 
seed preemption law that 
passed in 2013 by allow-
ing local governments to 
prohibit the growing of 
GE crops. HB 2739 would 
have held patent holders 
of GE seeds financially lia-
ble if their seed was found 
on neighboring land. OFB 
opposed, bills died.

HB 2637, New Animal 
Crime: Opened ranch-
ers up to criminal liability 
for many animal manage-
ment activities through 
the creation of very broad 
crime of “animal abuse 
in the third degree.” OFB 
opposed, bill died.  

HB 2705, Mandatory 
Water Measurement: HB 
2705 required manda-
tory measurement devices 
on all non-exempt water 

rights, based on the “best 
practicable technology 
and practices available.” 
Measurement devices 
would’ve been required 
at each point of diver-
sion and all water use 
would’ve been reported 
to the department. OFB 
opposed, bill died.

HB 2706, New Water 
Tax: Imposed an annual 
tax of $100 for each water 
right held in the state. 
OFB opposed, bill died.

HB 2859, Farm & Forest 
Assessments: Elimi-
nated personal property 
tax exemptions for farm 
and forest equipment and 
farm and forest deferrals 
in 2024. OFB opposed,  
bill died.  

HB 2937/ HB 2938, 
Accessory Dwellings 
& RVs on Farmland: 
Allowed people to build 
new non-farm dwell-
ings and use recreational 
vehicles as homes on land 
zoned for farm use. OFB 
opposed, bills died. 

HB 3044, Dogs in Pick-
ups: Prohibited dogs from 
riding in pickup beds. OFB 
opposed, bill died.

HB 3087, Employer-
Paid Family Leave: Lev-
ied 0.5% payroll tax on 
employers and workers to 
provide three months of 
paid family and medical 
leave to ALL employees, 
including an additional six 
weeks of parental leave. 
OFB opposed, bill died.

HB 3226, Forest Prac-
tices Act Overhaul: 

Abandoned the Oregon 
Forest Practices Act and 
created a new centralized 
planning program for pri-
vate forest lands under the 
Department of Forestry. 
OFB opposed, bill died.
SB 197, Dairy Air Regu-
lations: Required DEQ 
to undertake rulemak-
ing to regulate air qual-
ity from dairy confined 
animal feeding operations 
(CAFOs) of all sizes. OFB 
opposed, bill died.  
SB 432, Eastern Oregon 
Land Use Exemption: 
Allowed counties with 
no population growth to 
develop land use plans 
without consideration 
of Oregon’s land use 
planning goals. This bill 
applied to eight Eastern 
Oregon counties. OFB 
opposed, bill died. 
SB 499/ SB 500, Pesti-
cides: SB 499 removed 
pesticides from Right-
to-Farm protection and 
exposed farmers to frivo-
lous lawsuits. SB 500 
eliminated the require-
ment to submit a timely 
“report of loss” form to 
the ODA, removing the 
opportunity for fact finding 
before a potential lawsuit. 
OFB opposed, bills died.
SB 785, Animal Anti-
biotics: Prohibited the 
use of antibiotics for any 
nontherapeutic purposes, 
including some medical 
purposes in food-produc-
ing animals. These bills 
created conflicting fed-
eral and state regulations, 
required annual reporting 
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Water: Environmental 
groups sought to increase 
the cost of using water for 
irrigated agriculture this 
session through bills that 
would’ve required costly 
measurement and report-
ing on water rights, and 
would’ve taxed water use 
in irrigated agriculture and 
cities. OFB was part of a 
workgroup that convened 
to address these issues 
and it met through most of 
the session. The propos-
als didn’t move forward 
in the legislature, but we 
expect the workgroup to 
continue into the interim. 
Water use will remain a 
priority issue for environ-
mental groups in the Feb-
ruary 2018 session. 

Carbon Regulations: 
Environmental groups 
did not see movement on 
legislation to cap carbon 
emissions. This included 
a proposal to require an 
overhaul of diesel fleets, 

of the use of any medical 
antibiotics used on food 
animals, and put Oregon 
food producers at a com-
petitive disadvantage. 
OFB opposed, bill died.

SB 928/ SB 929, Neonic-
otinoid Restrictions: SB 
928 required “raw agri-
cultural commodities” to 
be labeled that they were 
produced using neonic-
otinoids if they had been 
treated with those prod-
ucts at any point. SB 929 
made neonicotinoids 
“restricted use” pesticides. 
OFB opposed, bills died.

SB 1008, California Die-
sel Mandate: Imposed 
provisions of California’s 
Truck & Bus Regulation 
on Oregon businesses. 
Before it was amended, 
the bill increased regis-
tration fees for off-road 
vehicles and required sig-
nificant investments in die-
sel particulate retrofits or 
in new trucks for on- and 
off-road fleets. The bill was 
amended to apply to only 
the retrofitting and replace-
ment of school bus fleets. 
OFB opposed original bill; 
amended version passed. 

Unresolved 
Issues 
OSU Statewides: The 
budget shortfall put sev-
eral key programs at risk, 
including ag research and 
education through OSU 
Statewides. OFB sup-
ported SB 805, which 

would’ve enabled OSU 
Statewides to maintain 
the same level of service 
by providing a $9.4 million 
general fund increase for 
employee roll-up costs. 
Even though SB 805 
didn’t move forward this 
session, the co-chairs 
of the Ways & Means 
Committee provided an 
additional $5.6 million in 
funding to the statewides. 
While appreciated, this 
is still short of the $9.4 
needed to keep the pro-
gram whole and puts an 
estimated 17 positions in 
jeopardy. OFB plans to 
engage with our coalition 
partners in 2018 to fully 
fund the statewides.

Taxes: After a conten-
tious session focused on 
tax reform, the legislature 
failed to move this dis-
cussion forward in 2017. 
The ag community was 
key to stopping a gross 
receipts tax proposal this 
session. But this does 
not mean the issue goes 
away. Public employee 
unions have already filed 
an initiative petition to tax 
gross sales, and advo-
cates on both sides of the 
issue are posturing for a 
fight on the ballot and in 
the legislature. We expect 
the February 2018 ses-
sion will be an avenue to 
convene debate around a 
commercial activity tax or 
gross receipts tax. Several 
initiative petitions have 
been filed to increase 
taxes on businesses and 
individuals.

both on- and off-road, in 
Oregon. The diesel bill  
that did pass this session, 
SB 1008, simply targets 
Volkswagen Settlement 
dollars at retrofitting and 
replacing school buses. 
We fully expect that cli-
mate change advocates 
will continue to push for a 
California  diesel mandate 
and carbon cap-and-trade 
in future sessions. 

Solar Siting on Farm-
land: This session, OFB 
 supported HB 3050, 
which would’ve pre-
vented solar companies 
from siting solar facilities 
on high-value farmland if 
there are alternative sites 
available. The bill didn’t 
make it out of committee. 
 However, OFB is com-
mitted to working in the 
interim to address this 
issue through rulemak-
ing with the Department 
of Land  Conservation & 
Development.

OFB Public Policy Counsel Mary Anne Nash (middle) at a rally for the 
successfully passed Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program with (from left) OFB 
Board member Peter Kenagy, Nellie McAdams of Rogue Farm Corps, Rep. Brad 
Witt, Rocky Dallum of Oregon Cattlemen’s Assn., and Marion Co. Farm Bureau 
member Doug Krahmer.


