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First, I would like to thank Rep. Bill Post, Brenda Frketich, Molly McCargar, Jenny Dresler, Oregon Farm 

Bureau and the Seed League for their assistance in crafting HB 3213.  

 

I was proud to introduce House Bill 3213, the Rural Oregon Achieving Driving Safety (ROADS) Act, this 

session. This bill is going to provide a tool for local law enforcement to ensure that our county roads and farm 

roads are safe for tractors and farm equipment, and safe for our rural communities that want to get to and from 

home safely. 

 

Oregon backroads are some of the most beautiful drives in Oregon, they also can be some of the most 

dangerous. As our freeways and state highways become more and more congested with traffic, fast driving 

vehicles are choosing to take detours on county roads. And often times, they still drive like they are on the 

freeway.  

 

Many are familiar with safety corridors on state highways. However, current law does not allow their 

establishment on county roads. HB 3213 creates a county road pilot program by which local governments can 

bring awareness to these increasing dangers of driving on county roads. 

 

Since 1989, the Oregon Department of Transportation has established 19 safety corridors on stretches of state 

highways where fatal and serious injury traffic crash rates are higher than the statewide average. To bring 

awareness to the dangers, these stretches become subject to heightened enforcement and double fines for traffic 

infractions. All but three have been decommissioned because of their success in decreasing accidents. 

My hope is that by giving county governments the power to bring awareness of the dangers of backroad driving, 

we give them another tool in their toolbox to save lives. 

HB3213 passed the House unanimously on June 4th, and just this Monday, passed the Senate Floor 

unanimously. The Governor should be signing this bill into law any day now. I know the very specific and very 

real need currently in Marion County, and this law can not come soon enough.  

Thank you again for the support from law enforcement, first responders, elected officials and community 

support from Marion County.  

~Shelly 

 


